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Committee Meeting Report Form

To be completed by chair after each conference. 

Name of person submitting this report:  Sandra Hirsh


Email of person submitting this report: sandy.hirsh@sjsu.edu


Report submission date:                         ___midwinter   __X__annual

Name of committee:  Sister Libraries 
Name of committee chair (indicate if acting chair): Zola Maddison, Sandy Hirsh
Committee chair e-mail address:  maddisoz@oclc.org , sandy.hirsh@sjsu.edu

Date of meeting(s):  June 23, 2012

Members present:  Katie Prentice, Olga Casey, Carol Brey-Casiano, Peggy Ridlen, Carol Kem, Paul Hover

Virtual members: Shu-Hua Liu

Members absent: Julianne Breck, Olga Knyaz, Catherine Phan
Visitors:  Sue Aspley


1.  Summary of discussion and action; please indicate activities planned

for the next 5 months: (Please note: if planning to raise an issue at the Executive Board Meeting at this conference please talk with the Chair prior to the meeting.)

1. Reports & Activity Updates:

a. American Corners/Department of State: Carol Brey-Casiano reported on the big push for American Corners.  The name has been changed to American Spaces Office, and now supports bi-national spaces as well as American Corners.  As a result, there is more money to support these initiatives, including new grants offered and proposals for new American Corners in the upcoming fiscal year.  

b. Sister Libraries (All)

i. Sister Cities: Zola Maddison responded to a request to speak with the Sister Cities organization about collaboration/partnership opportunities. 

1. Action Item: Involve the IRO office/put them in touch + keep us in touch. One long range goal may be to connect databases.  

ii. Past-presidents conversations: Carol Brey-Casiano and Sandy Hirsh spoke with Pat Wand and Maureen Sullivan about what kinds of support Sister Libraries could get from the ALA President/Past-Presidents. At a high level, there was great enthusiasm.  

1. Action Item: Follow up conversations with Maureen Sullivan and Michael Dowling should focus on the following: 

a. Identify a Sister Libraries project that ALA Emerging Leaders could do. 

b. Raise funds to support Sister Libraries initiatives, specifically for dedicated staffing for Sister Libraries, demonstration sister libraries, small grants to target seed money for libraries, travel grants, etc.  

NOTE: Copy Loreine Roy & Carol Kem (IRRT Executive Board) on all past president conversations.

c. Website & Wiki (Sandy Hirsh & Zola Maddison)

i. Hacked:  The IRRT website and wiki was hacked and the status of this was reported on. 

d. Programs (Sandy Hirsh & Zola Maddison)

i. Annual Program: date/time/title/location/partnering org:  Reported on the status of the 2012 Annual program.   

ii. 2013 Program ideas?  Sister Libraries will work on a program for 2014. 

2. Follow-up on past items:

a. Sister Library Research Project:  Data is 7 years old. Might be good data for database/wiki.

b. Connection with IFLA (Joan Weeks): http://www.ifla.org/en/node/1746 

3. Sister Libraries Goals

a. Content clean-up: Find a way to make the online information easier to navigate and maintain currency.  The Committee could not review the content because the IRRT Wiki was not functional during the meeting. However, a general discussion suggested that it would be beneficial to consolidate the web content for Sister Libraries into a single site.  Further, the single site should address what participation in the sister libraries program would do for them, what they need to do to set up a sister library relationship, and success stories.  Additionally, it was suggested that the committee take at the IFLA Sister Libraries page. 

i. Action Item:  Committee members will review the main page of the Sister Libraries Wiki site and identify the Top 3 items that should show above the fold on the landing page.  

b. Sister Libraries online presence: We should provide a space that facilitates partnerships between libraries and work to make that online connection space more visible and raise awareness of Sister Libraries opportunities:

i. Library 2.012 Event Oct. 3-5: There was general agreement that Sister Libraries would like to organize a panel session for this online conference – possibly reworking the 2012 ALA Annual program for the session. 

1. Action Item: Organize a panel session based on the 2012 ALA Annual program. 

ii. Working with ALA Presidents (past and present): This was discussed under Agenda Item 3.b.ii.

iii. Working with IROs: This was not discussed. 

c. Develop Sister Libraries community: This was not discussed. 

d. Tasks: This was not discussed. 

4. AOB

a. Library 2.012 Event Oct. 3-5:  This was discussed under Agenda Item 5.b.i. 

2. Midwinter Meeting Only: Review current committee roster and list all continuing members and any members whose term will end this year and who wish to be reappointed for a second two-year term. Include yourself if applicable:

3. List names and e-mails of potential new members. 

Irina Stanishevskaya, MLIS  stani003@uab.edu 
4. List any members who have indicated interest in serving on another IRRT committee or running for an IRRT office. Include yourself, if applicable. 

5. Who would you recommend to serve as chair next year? Indicate if you are interested in serving as chair again. 
Zola and Sandy are both committee to serving out their two-year terms through 2013. 
6. Please write any other comments about the committee's membership here.
