Hi friends,

“Whil that iren is hoot, men sholden smyte.”
[c 1386 Chaucer Tale of Melibee l. 1035]  (found in Answers.com)

Please forgive me for writing you while we’re all still suffering from post-conference fatigue. In the spirit of getting the word out about our “smokin’ hot” need for domestic Sister Library partners while people still remember who we are, I’ve compiled a list of attendees/members, tried to get a working email list up and running, and included interested parties in the “cc” list as well. As always, please have a look and see if I’ve missed anyone or need to correct an email address.

IMMEDIATE ACTION: Carol and I ran around giving elevator speeches to every ALA mover’n’shaker we could corner about publicizing in one way or another the fact that we are experiencing a rapid increase in SL wiki additions (i.e., libraries applying for partner relationships), which have doubled from last year according to Meaghan’s report on the website. That appears to be only a fraction of the actual demand, and almost all were from abroad! As a first follow up, we decided during the meeting to work together to think up convincing arguments for a one-page mini-essay organized along the lines of, let’s say…  

1. The joys/advantages of volunteering to be a Sister Library

2. The costs are negligible for the cultural/social/advocacy rewards to be reaped (important in these days of closing libraries)

3. How to go about it—easy as 1,2,3

Meaghan offered to write it after we brainstorm it, so let’s hear your ideas, and please share them with the entire list so that all are kept in the loop. We are also compiling an emailing list of people to send the essay, which I’ll preface with an explanation of the increase in prospective partners from abroad that is spurring us on. With the call for partners will also go a call for American librarians with foreign language abilities to help with communications.

NEW MEMBERS: PLEASE FOLLOW IRRT PROCEDURES FOR REGISTERING YOUR MEMBERSHIP. Any questions about membership may be sent to Carol at flkem@cox.net . We are working hard to get this updated on the official ALA website.

MEMBERS, PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS, AND COLLABORATORS PRESENT AT MEETING:

Conaty, Barbara  ConatyBX@state.gov 

Hover, Paul (co-chair)  phover@vt.edu 

Johnson, Anne  JohnsonAJ7@state.gov 

Kear, Robin (International Exchanges)  rlk25@pitt.edu 

Kem, Carol (co-chair)  flkem@cox.net 

Liu, Shu-Hua  shuhualiu2000@yahoo.com 

McGlinchey, Andrea  McglincheyAJ@state.gov 

McGrattan, Alana (Sister Cities)  alanamcgrattan@msn.com 

Mendelsohn, Henry  MendelsohnHN@state.gov 

Middleton, Bill  MiddletonWC2@state.gov 

Miller, Rebecca  r.miller@uky.edu 

Murten, Holly  MurtenHT@state.gov 

O’Connor, Meaghan  moconnor@irex.org 

Ortega, Pamela  pfortega@eiu.edu 

Shaffer, Chris  shafferc@troy.edu 

Walther, Peg  pegwalther@att.net 

Ziering, Carolyn  cziering@yahoo.com 

MEMBERS UNABLE TO ATTEND

Burrows, Martin  martin_burrows@hotmail.com 

Dimova, Paraskeva  pdimova@brooklyn.cuny.edu 

Saule, Mara  mara.saule@uvm.edu 

OTHER PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS: 

Pitner, Aleksandra  ale.pitner@gmail.com 

Ridlen, Peggy  pridlen@fontbonne.edu 

MISCELLANEOUS NOTES TO MEMBERS:

· Sha-Li: please use this list for the committee membership update you asked us for. The “to” address box should be correct, with a duplicate or two I wasn’t sure about. I’ll update it after feedback from this email.

· Carolyn: in answer to your request, you got the job, and thanks! Please contact Meaghan and Shu-Hwa about joining their group of web-mistresses. Meaghan has expressed her wish to rotate off the web/wiki update team after a six month period in which she will gradually bring you two up to speed on the institutional knowledge behind our web operations.

· Chris: thanks for volunteering to participate with Nancy in the digital video conference with our Near East-based members in the Fall.

· Meaghan: thanks for spearheading the campaign to rally domestic partners.

· Henry and Barbara: thanks for offering to find us help among your worldwide contacts to translate the wiki pages into foreign languages.

· Andrea: thanks for volunteering to take minutes.

· Rebecca: thanks for your interest in being (co-)chair 2010-2011. 

· To all: If we’ve missed something, let us know. We’ll expand on these notes and form sub-committees for our other action points after we complete the minutes and as we go forward. 

Thanks for a great meeting!  

Carol and Paul

