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Committee Meeting Report Form

To be completed by chair after each conference. 

Name of person submitting this report:  Marcy Carrel & Graziano Krätli

Email of person submitting this report: 


Report submission date: 30 January 2009    _X_midwinter   ____annual

Name of committee: International Papers Committee

Name of committee chair (indicate if acting chair): Marcy Carrel & Graziano Krätli, Co-Chairs

Committee chair e-mail address: mcarrel@nelson.usf.edu (Carrel), graziano.kratli@yale.edu (Krätli)

Date of meeting(s): 24 January 2009 

Members present: Marcy Carrel, Graziano Krätli
Virtual members: N/A
Members absent: None
Visitors: Ven Basco, University of Central Florida Libraries


1.  Summary of discussion and action; please indicate activities planned for the next 5 months: (Please note: if planning to raise an issue at the Executive Board Meeting at this conference please talk with the Chair prior to the meeting.)

a. Committee Membership:  As noted during the preceding IRC/IRRT All Subcommittee Meeting, International Papers is one of a few IRRT subcommittees without other members than its two co-chairs.  Membership is therefore a priority.  During our meeting, Delin introduced a librarian from the University of Central Florida, Ven Basco, who is potentially interested in serving.  She and the two co-chairs gave Ven an overview of the subcommittee’s purpose and goals, and how these are achieved.  Ven was then invited to observe and participate in the following discussion and paper selection.
b. Paper Selection.  The main purpose of the meeting was to select four official and four alternate papers for the panel session that this year is going to be held in Chicago, on Saturday, July 11, 2009.  Prior to this meeting, the two co-chairs had independently reviewed the 26 proposals received this year (a uniquely high number), and ranked them using a set of pre-defined criteria (Relevance to the theme, Expertise of potential presenter to topic, Potential presenter(s) is non-us, Adds to global representation, and Overall quality of proposal).  Moving from the two rankings, the discussion focused on the specific contents of each pre-selected proposal, comparing and contrasting the information provided (or the lack thereof) and the way it relates to the theme; all in the effort to achieve a balanced representation of geographical regions, type of libraries and type of projects.  In the end, we selected four official proposals and ranked four alternate ones.  The official selection comprises
1. A paper making the case for cultural competence as the foundation of multicultural libraries.
2. A study of how librarians at two Chinese universities serve a growing constituency of foreign students.
3. A branch of the Cape Town library system providing multipurpose services to a multicultural community in own of the poorest and most diversified townships.
4. A discussion of how the 1994 Rwandan genocide played a role in shaping libraries and starting a serious effort to educate bilingual and culturally competent (and sensitive) librarians in this African country.
c. 2010 Theme.  It was agreed that possible themes for the 2010 panel session will be discussed (both among subcommittee members and with other IRRT subcommittees) over the next sixth months, in order to make a selection by July, when IRRT will convene in Chicago.  The large number of proposals submitted in response to our last call provides a few potential topics to explore and to choose from, such as library services to disadvantaged communities or digitization of indigenous newspapers.
2. Midwinter Meeting Only: Review current committee roster and list all continuing members and any members whose term will end this year and who wish to be reappointed for a second two-year term. Include yourself if applicable:

Not Applicable

3. List names and e-mails of potential new members. 

Ven Basco (bbasco@mail.ucf.edu)
Lise McKean (lmckean@comcast.net)

4. List any members who have indicated interest in serving on another IRRT committee or running for an IRRT office. Include yourself, if applicable. 

N/A
5. Who would you recommend to serve as chair next year? Indicate if you are interested in serving as chair again. 

N/A
6. Please write any other comments about the committee's membership here. 

The committee currently needs—and is actively seeking—new members, including virtual members.
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