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TO:  

Keith Michael Fiels


ALA Executive Director

FROM: 
ALA International Relations Round Table Executive Board
RE:

Draft Protocol for Responding to a Formal Request for an “Official” ALA 


Position

The International Relations Round Table (IRRT) Executive Board has reviewed the Draft Protocol of Responding to a Formal Request for an “Official” ALA Position and has a couple of concerns.  As written the Protocol seems to omit procedures for round tables to have a voice in submitting a request for an Official ALA position as well as the process of commenting on a formal request from other divisions, committees, round tables and units of ALA.  

IRRT fully supports the concept of "one voice", as our association as a whole is stronger than a smaller unit within the organization, but it is vital that the units within the association that have expertise and interest in whatever policy is under consideration have a voice.  This input will help to ensure that whatever stand the association takes is truly supported by the membership, this making the position much stronger 
Round tables have expertise in a specific area of our broader profession and (IRRT) has expertise in the area of international librarianship and the state of libraries around the world.  IRRT wishes to increase advocacy efforts for international libraries and librarians and in this effort may want to request an Official ALA position on a particular issue.  One such example is the equivalence of the international library degrees to the ALA accredited MLS degree.  

We respectfully request that the following should be added to the draft protocol:

1. Other units, such as round tables, or other committees may have expertise that is not specifically stated in the Policy Manual or committee descriptions. Units or committees with specific responsibilities for the interpretation of ALA policy should consult these other units and committees for their expertise before issuing an official statement.

2. The ALA Council shall be the final arbiter of the content of official statements that all units may bring for consideration. 
