International Visitors Center Committee Meeting
International Relations Round Table

ALA Midwinter 2008, Philadelphia

Saturday, January 12, 2008, 9:00AM- 10:00AM

Pennsylvania Convention Center Room 113A/B

Attendees:  Jaclyn Bedoya, Ven Buenaventura, Liz Cooper (Chair), Richard Sapon-White
Absent: Kristina Keogh, Kate Montgomery
Welcome and reviewed IVC Committee statement of purpose.

Discussed Midwinter 2008 activities: 

This year IRRT decided to try outreach to Midwinter international attendees (usually all focus is on attendees at Annual Conference).  In conjunction with this, the IVC decided to try some new things for Midwinter including:

· Virtual visitors Center:  we created a website for international attendees (using Blog software) and also populated the ALA Midwinter Wiki with information for international attendees


· Dinner for international attendees (flyer was distributed at Orientation event Friday night of Midwinter; dinner was publicized in email Delin sent to attendees and ALAWorld (?) and  publicized on IVC Blog & Wiki)

· Question:  in the future could we correspond directly w/ attendees?  Is there a way to do this?

· Learned today that when Canadians and Americans working abroad were removed from Midwinter international attendee list, there were only 35 actual international attendees.  This is quite a small number and IRRT did not realize how small the group was until Midwinter [reported at Chairs Meeting this morning].  This low number makes the benefit of programming for international attendees at Midwinter less useful; IRRT may not want to do anything for Midwinter international attendees in the future.
Discussed 2007 IVC in Washington DC (Friday 6/22/2007- Monday 6/25/2007):
· Reviewed statistics (555 total visitors logged; each of the 4 days was busy) and comments from 2007 IVC  (still have not seen any survey results for 2007)
· In 2007 we tried some new activities at the IVC which we believe were a success:

· Guest book (185 people signed the book and included comments)

· World map with pins for international visitors to mark their home country

· Photos w/ IRRT leader – although this didn’t really work this year bec of misunderstanding about how it would work, we’d like to try a modified version of this next year.
These new activities made the IVC more interactive and gave visitors more of a chance to engage with IVC staff and other visitors.  We would like to continue them (with modifications to the Photos idea).

·  Use the comments in the guest book for quotes for International Leads
· Next year need more “I speak…” ribbons if possible.

Discussed other things we might try for 2008 IVC in Anaheim (in addition to the items mentioned above):

· Hang balloons or flags near/on booth to make it more visible
· Get some disposable (digital?) cameras and leave them in IVC for people to take pictures; post on FLICKR, link to virtual IVC

· International visitors breakfast or lunch (dinner timeslots are often already booked) as another way for visitors to meet each other.

· International visitors sign-up to go to Disney together

· Work on the online map idea (to post on our Wiki/Blog)

Reviewed current practices and assigned tasks for upcoming IVC in Anaheim:
· Jaclyn: 
· investigate  the idea of Disney visit sign-up

· compile schedule info  for IVC booth volunteers

· Richard: 
· investigate idea of setting up a breakfast for international attendees Monday morning 8:00 AM during Annual Conference

· set schedule for IVC volunteers

· Liz: 
· look for international flags for booth

· set up guest book, ask Delin to bring map and more ribbons with other ALA materials 

· Not yet assigned:

· Camera idea

· Work on virtual IVC

· Online/interactive map?

Question:  for schedule notification, can we have people login to Google and check the schedules 

themselves? Or send a copy of the schedule to everyone? in order to avoid having to send each volunteer their schedule…

Submitted 3/19/2008 by Liz Cooper

